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With age, 1t gets
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By Larisa Minakova

The countrys main library was
established 90 vears ago but, of
COUrse, oW OCcupics a modern new
building. “Were getting younger
every vear!” jokes library direc-
tor Roman Motulsky “To remain
relevant, we have to move with the
times, rather than relying on tech-
nologies from past centuries” Ac-
cording to foreign experts, the Bela-
rusian ‘diamond’ 15 one of the most
inmovative and  information-rich
libraries in Europe today.

Electronic catalogue

It wsed to take librarians some
time to find particular editions,
rurnmaging through card files. Mow,
everything is listed on a computer
database, searchable by title, author
or theme, The electronic catalogue
of the Mational Library of Belarus
includes not just books and periodi-
cals but dissertations, documents
fromm  imtermational  organisations,
music books, audio and video ma-
terials, visual arts docwments, maps
and atlases.

Virtual enqguiry service
The library’s online facility also
allows readers to locate the books
they need without leaving home.
Librarians can even conduwct specfic
research, with requests received dai-

ly in Russian, Belarusian and Eng- =
lish; these tend to take two working @ T

davs to complete

Electronic document
delivery

From the comfort of your own
home, you can request electronic
copies of documents from the li-
brary. Required chapters from
books, magazines pages and snip-
pets of audio documents can be
sent to your email address for a fee
Be700 for a black and white copy
of 2 single page up to Br700 for a
digitised page from a 16th century
manuscript,

MNational electronic
library

The electromic library of the
Mational Library currently includes
about HHL00 digitised items — all
outsicle of copyright. The idea of

N

EELTA

digitising every book in crculation
is still a distant dream, "We're doing
E'."n.-r_'g."[h i“E |¢H.‘|l|}' lrl:l!g.!'ﬁ'iME' iy Ensiire
that every citizen has acoess to in-
formation, including in eectronic
form,” sayvs Mr. Motulsky. "Creat-
ing an electronic library for Belarus
will take many yvears and will be the
work of more than just our National
Library. Chur task is to create a roof
under which a variety of progects

initiated by libraries and other in-
stitutions across the country <an be
implemented.”

Virtual reading room

How convenient would it be to
sit at your home computer, sipping
hot tea, while reading documents
remotely, from the Mational Li-
brary of Belarus? The “Internation-
al Resources” category is accessible

e

National Library halls abways full of readers

from within registered libraries
and other organisations but "Fe-
sourrces of the Mational Library of
Belarus' and “Resources of Part-
ner-organisations’ are both avail-
able online from your own home.

From within the Matienal Li-
brary, you can read texts being
used, for example, by students and
protessors from Oxford or Cam-
bridge universities. The Natonal
Library provides access to approx-
imately 150 databases worldwide

President of Belarus Alexan-
der Lukashenko has congratulated
Mational Library staff on the 90th
anniversary of its foundation, say-
ing, “Today, the library is the re-
pository of a unique collection of
books and other ancient docu-
ments electronically; it is the larg-
estinformation and social and cul-
tural centre in the country, leading
research and policy in the field of
librarianship and bibliography.

Mr. Lukashenke has also
wished staff and readers of the Na-
tional Library good health, success
in their work, happiness and pros-
perty.



