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Over the next four months,
around 8 million books,
documents and audio and video
records (weighing more than
2,000 tonnes) will move into the
new National Library building—
noeasytaskindeed!

The firg truck to arrive was
met with goplause and Mi
Mayar, Mikhal Pa/lc&gbﬁgs:)ndly
assgted in placing on the
shdves Ova coming morths the
librarians will be exremdy busy
carying resources from the store-

kept) to their new e T
library should be open to its firs
vigtorshby May.

Romen Moatulsky, director of
the Nationd Library, ssys "Other
libreries take years to aocomplish
what we ae doing on a tight
schedule. Well do our best to
cope. Acoording to our esimer
tions, about trangportation
trips and 4 months are nesded to
trander the packed book collec-

R
Moving of the National Library to th

tions (end documents — dored in
Specid containers). Rarebooks are
tight security.

beirgbinwed i
he Thebiggest chdlenge is acking

books correctly in their find desti-
netion.”

All the library's personnd —
1,000 people — are involved in
the operation but, even working
for twenty-four hours a day, they
would be unable to menage the
tesk done the military and stu-
dents are being cdled in to assig.

_ SHf have greged the misson
with enthusiaam as the dd build-

e new building has begun — books g

A\

ing has long been dilapidated; rare
books ra?%rﬁ gpecia conditions
to kegp them in good condition
?aﬁdj%mshasbem Increesingly dif-
icult.

Thenew 'diamond library hes
gpecid temperature and ventila:
tion controls and hested floors
All books are baing shelved rather
than kept in piles. In addition, the
latest .w'gfuter technology  is
being inddled with fibre-optic
cebles connedting the library with
Minsks largest organisetions and
Settific inditutions. The librari-

raduallynd thir places in storerooms

ans will aso be able to summon
requested books by a tddift
thet resders will have their mate-
ridswithin 15 minutes

aTytrﬁ_ buiId_?Irsbeaswredu(; tkg
everything will be complete’
May. The interior is now being
finished and furniture is being
brouqht in. Dedgners, painters
and landscape architects have
begun aesthetic decoraion of the
rooms International mestinos will
%Iebleto be hdd in the library's
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