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By Svetlana Savelieva

The exhibition has been or-
ganised by the Belarusian Em-
bassy in Russia and the Bela-
rusian community at MGIMO 
University. “The exposition 
showcases a historic review 
of the major stages of Belarus’ 
development (ancient period, 
early states, the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania, the Polish-Lith-

uanian Commonwealth, the 
Russian Empire, the Soviet 
Byelorussia, the Republic of 
Belarus), while displaying 
Belarusian tangible and in-
tangible culture,” said Senior 
Counselor of the Embassy, 
Vasily Chernik, at the open-
ing ceremony. “The exhibition 
presents the cultural heritage 
of the Belarusian nation as an 

inalienable part of the interna-
tional community.”

The show is made of mo-
bile stands with documents, 
high-quality pictures, photos 
and explanatory texts in Bela-
rusian and English. The open-
ing ceremony included a poetry 
reading by Belarusian students 
of MGIMO University and a 
Belarusian cuisine tasting.

By Olga Korneeva

Belarus debuts in the Chi-

nese Music of the World 

project at the National 

Centre for Performing 

Arts

The Republic was repre-
sented by the Vetakh group 
from the Belarusian State 
University of Culture and 
Arts. The team was estab-
lished in 1997, by Vyacheslav 
Kalatsei,  from among the 
professional musicians and 
young people of Minsk, as 
a post-folk group of strings, 
pipe music and singing based 
on the authentic traditions 
of  Belarus.  A tradi t ional 
dance performed by Nikolay 
Kozenka became the third 
‘act’ in the band’s repertoire. 
The group has performed at 
prestigious venues in Belarus 
and abroad, from Europe and 

the Dnieper to the Atlantic.
Before the concert, the 

Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of Be-
larus to China — H.E. Mr. 
Kirill  Rudy — noted that 
Belarusian musical art is a 
unique phenomenon. The 
country first performed its 
folk and dance traditions at 
the Music of the World pro-
ject in the Year of Education 
of the Republic of Belarus in 
China.

Launched in 2010, the 
project aims to promote in-
tercultural exchanges and 
popularise the musical art 
of the peoples of the world. 
It has offered more than 120 
performances. The project 
has already featured Brazil, 
Spain, Mongolia, Romania, 
the Republic of Korea, South 
Africa and Estonia amongst 
others.

By Natalia Yemelyanova

On May 24th, many coun-
tries of Eastern and Southern 
Europe remember the great 
Slavonic enlighteners, Kirill 
and Mefody, while, in Bela-
rus, this day is celebrated as 
the Day of Slavonic Written 
Language and Culture.

In this regard, the National 
Library has prepared a book 
exhibition, entitled The Her-
itage of Kirill and Mefody, to 
show the importance of the 
work of these enlightenment 
brothers for the development 
of European civilisation. The 
event showcases around fif-
ty documents printed within 
120 years. They include the 
original editions of Josef Do-
brovský, Ivan Malyshevsky 
and Piotr Lavrovsky — the 

Kirill and Mefody. In addi-
tion, works by Russian and 
Western European authors are 

Kirill-and-Mefody collections 
and textbooks in the Church 
Slavonic language. The expo-

sition is augmented with a fac-
simile edition of the Ostromir 
Gospel (1056-1057), the An-
thology of Svyatoslav (1073) 
and the Turov Gospel — the 
oldest manuscript in Belarus 
(11th century).

In 863, the Prince of Great 
Moravia, Rostislav, invited 
missionaries from Byzantine 
to translate the Bible and in-
troduce divine services in the 
Slavonic language. For this 
purpose, the brothers Kirill and 
Mefody created the Slavon-
ic alphabet and translated the 
Bible into the Old Slavonic 
language. In this way, the peo-
ples of the Southern and part 
of Central and Eastern Europe 
received access to the unique 
spiritual heritage of ancient 
civilisations.

Exhibits speak 
with eloquence
Great Patriotic War History Museum 
acknowledged to be most visited last year

By Vladimir Mikhailov

The  Be la rus ian  S ta te 
Great Patriotic War History 
Museum, the Brest Hero For-
tress Memorial Complex and 
the Nesvizh National Histori-
cal and Cultural Museum-Re-
serve were acknowledged as 
the most popular museums in 
Belarus in 2018. This infor-
mation was published on the 
Belarusian Statistical Com-
mittee’s website in the review 
of the International Day of 
Museums.

The Great Patriotic War 
History Museum was placed 
first in the rating of the most 
popular museums, welcom-
ing 571,000 visitors. Brest 
Fortress attracted 522,000 
guests and the Nesvizh Muse-

um-Reserve was attended by 
422,000. Fourth place went 
to the Gomel Palace and Park 
Ensemble, visited by 333,000, 
followed by the Mir Castle 
Complex (320,000) and the 
Khatyn State Memorial Com-
plex (237,000).

There are currently 159 
museums in Belarus — in-
cluding 97 combined, 43 his-
torical, 13 art, 4 literary and 
2 natural history museums. 
In 2018, over 5,000 tempo-
rary exhibitions were organ-
ised for visitors, in addition 
to over 132,000 excursions. 
Seven million people attend-
ed them.

E a c h  m u s e u m  h a s  a 
unique history and is proud 
of its exhibits, the number of 
which is growing every year. 

As of late 2018, the main 
museum archive comprised 
almost 3.5m artefacts.

There are also private 
museums in the country and 
the Dudutki Museum Com-
plex of Ancient Folk Crafts 
and Technologies enjoys the 
greatest popularity: last year, 
it welcomed 110,000 guests. 
The Dukorsky Maentak Mu-
seum Complex was visited 
by 68,000 people and 46,000 
went to the Sula Park-Muse-
um of Interactive History.

While preserving identity 
and promoting national cul-
ture, the museums of Belarus 
adhere to the best traditions 
of world museum practice in 
their activities and serve the 
spiritual development of so-
ciety.

Rich spiritual 
heritage of two 

enlightening 
brothers

Book 
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Belarus and Belarusians at MGIMO
Moscow State 
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Popular approach to 
country’s musical art

Museum exposition arouses sincere emotions

Exhibition gathers many visitors


