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Their achievements and 
successes shape state history 
By Vladimir Velikhov

Aleksandr Lukashenko 
attends a ceremony to 
present state awards 

«We are meeting in the 
run-up to the celebration of our 
main national holiday — Inde-
pendence Day. I am delighted to 
see you — talented, hardwork-
ing and committed profession-
als: the people whose successes 
and achievements shape the 
history of the country, unite the 
nation in pride for their fellow 
citizens, develop the image of a 
strong, successful, creative and 
beautiful country,» the Head of 
State said.

Mr. Lukashenko said that 
Belarus is marking the 75th an-
niversary of its liberation from 
the Nazis. «While recalling 
the great deeds of the winning 
nation that gave us our future, 
we understand our full respon-
sibility for the future of our 
children and grandchildren. We 
should live every day with an 
important goal in mind, which 
is to protect the peace for which 
lives were sacrificed during the 
years of the Great Patriotic War, 
and to keep the traditions of the 
postwar generation. These tra-
ditions are continued in our suc-

cesses and achievements,» the 
President said. 

Representatives of different 
professions were present at the 
meeting. However, they are all 
united by a sincere desire to 
work for the benefit of Belarus. 
He thanked members of the 
law-enforcement bodies, secu-
rity services and internationalist 
soldiers for their devotion to 
duty, for bravery and courage 
in the line of duty. «Your pat-
riotism is the best example for 
the younger generation,» Mr. 
Lukashenko said.

Among the recipients were 
workers of the healthcare, sci-
ence and education sectors, and 
representatives of Belavia, Be-
laruskali, Marko — the true Be-
larusian brands, well-known far 
beyond the country’s borders.

Prestigious awards were 
bestowed on outstanding fig-
ures of culture and art. «You 
make our lives more interest-
ing and spiritually richer,» the 
President said. As he said, this 
was clearly demonstrated at the 
opening ceremony of the 2nd 
European Games.

According to Mr. Lukashen-
ko, everyone’s achievements, 
diligence and discipline are the 
main conditions for the coun-

try’s economic security and in-
dependence. He presented state 
awards and thanked everyone 
for their dedication, responsible 
attitude and exceptional results 
in their professional activity.

The future of the country 
largely depends on the develop-
ment of science, commented the 
Deputy Chairman of the Presidi-
um of the National Academy of 
Sciences — Sergey Kilin. Speak-
ing at the awards ceremony, he 
expressed gratitude to the Presi-
dent of Belarus for the great atten-
tion paid to the development of 
national science. «Without your 
decision — and this is a drastic 
decision to develop science ev-
olutionarily rather than revolu-
tionary and to improve it — we 
would have failed. Thank you 
very much for that. Scientists are 
realising the instructions given 
by you — working also on new 
avenues,» he noted.

Mr. Kilin underlined the 
importance of the fact that sci-
entists are successfully working 
in various areas — space, nano- 
and biotechnology. «I think that 
the future, which depends on 
science, is in our hands,» said 
Mr. Kilin — who was awarded 
the ‘Honored Figure of Science 
of the Republic of Belarus’ title. 

Highlights of 
a great holiday
By Arina Novikova

This year, Independence 
Day was celebrated by the 
country in a new format. 
For the jubilee date — 
the 75th anniversary of 
Belarus’ liberation from 
Nazi occupation — festive 
events were united into 
a nationwide campaign: 
Belarus Remembers!

On July 3rd, at 10am, 
the festivities began with the 
patriotic procession Belarus 
Remembers! that moved from 
Nezavisimosti Avenue to Pobedy 
Square and became the final part 
of the Republican campaign that 
was launched in May on the eve 
of Victory Day.

In general, about eighty 
celebrations took place on this 
day in Minsk. The area around 
the Sports Palace has traditionally 
been the major venue. From 
11am, a rich concert programme 
started for Minsk residents and 
guests of the capital, as well as 
an exhibition-fair of craftsmen 
and sports competitions. One 
of the highlights was the Minsk 
Strong Battle international power 
extreme tournament. A food 
court (more than 250 metres 
long for 2,000 seats) was also 
available.

The culmination of the 
celebration was the parade of 
the troops of the Minsk garrison, 
which began at 9pm with a fly past 
over the capital, followed by 25-
foot parade units and 26 parade 
units of military equipment. The 
procession ended with a parade 
ground of the honour guard 
company of the Minsk Military 
Commandant Office.

«In total, more than 5,000 
servicemen took part in the 
parade, more than 280 wheeled 
and tracked vehicles, as well 
as about 50 airplanes and 
helicopters, in the mechanised 

column. This year, soldiers 
from eight states took part,» 
said the Head of the Information 
Department, the Press Secretary 
of the Main Ideology Department 
of the Defence Ministry, 
Vladimir Makarov.

Then the audience could 
admire the dramatised episode: 
Belarus  Hero ic .  Fes t ive 
fireworks could be seen in 
the Minsk sky immediately 
after the Let’s Sing the Anthem 
Together action. Traditionally, 
it was produced from six firing 
positions.

The festival finished with 
a 1.5-hour-long gala-concert, 
held near the Minsk Hero City 
Memorial.

«The cascading solutions 
of the stage platform and a 
set of staged special effects 
with changing light made it 
possible to create an impressive 
show production,» noted Inna 
Adamovich, a consultant at 
the Main Department of State 
Special Cultural Events and 
Professional Art of the Culture 
Ministry. «The performance of 
a popular Russian singer, Rita 
Dakota (a native of Minsk), as 
well as of Tima Belorusskikh 
was a surprise.»

Festive events took place 
in all regions, with ceremonial 
laying of wreaths, concerts, 
honouring of veterans, thematic 
exhibitions and much more.

Photo documentary exhibition dedicated 
to 75th anniversary since liberation
By Natalia Yemelianova

We Hastened This Day as Best as We Could 
exhibition, devoted to 75th anniversary 
since Belarus’ liberation from Nazi 
occupation opens in the Atrium Gallery 
of the National Library of Belarus

This is the second part of the Towards 
Victory project; the first part opened in May 
and was represented by a book and artistic 
exhibitions.

The exhibition stands show the whole 
history of the liberation of Belarus from Nazi 
occupation. Documentary data and photos 
of war events tell us about the treacherous 
attack on the Army Group Centre, as well as 
tough battles near the Brest Fortress and the 
heroic deeds that took place there. Through 
these collected materials, one can learn more 
about the genocide, the terror of Nazi inva-
sion, the Soviet prisoner-of-war camps and 
the lives of the civil population, as well as the 

resistance — a partisan movement which 
was deployed in Belarusian territory.

The exhibition reflects the re-
sults of the desperate struggle for 
freedom: the Belarusian ‘Bagra-
tion’ operation, Minsk’s liberation 
on July 3rd, 1944 and the award-
ing of the honorary title ‘Hero 
City’ to the Belarusian capital. 
The exposition is supplemented 
and decorated with a construction 
of a red star which almost ignites 
a fire of memory and victory in 
the project’s artistic gallery. Flags 
from the archives of the Belarusian 
State Museum of the Great Patriot-
ic War History are also part of the 
display.

The National Library of Bela-
rus is one of the organisers of this 
large-scale project, as well as the 
National Archives and the museum.


