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Makei discussed bilateral co-opera-

tion with Pompeo

Belarus’ Foreign Minister Vladimir 
Makei discussed issues of Belaru-
sian-American collaboration in a tele-
phone conversation with US Secretary of 
State Michael R. Pompeo. They discussed 
the results of the February visit of the US 
Secretary of State to Belarus. Vladimir 
Makei and Michael R. Pompeo also con-
sidered issues of bilateral interaction, as 
well as regional and international agen-
das, including energy security. According 
to the website of the US Department of 
State, Michael R. Pompeo thanked Mr. 
Makei for his successful visit to Minsk on 

for the sovereignty of Belarus. He also 

to immediately begin selling oil to Bela-
rus at competitive market prices.

Centenary of Belarusian State 

University added to UNESCO 

anniversaries list

The decision was taken at the 40th 
session of the UNESCO General Confer-
ence. In total, the 2020-2021 anniversa-
ries list includes 59 of the most important 
events from around the world. The list 

also features the 150th anniversary of the 
birth of the artist, Ferdynand Ruszczyc.

The 100th anniversary of the Belaru-
sian State University will be celebrated 
on October 30th, 2020. The inclusion of 
the date on the UNESCO calendar gives 

-
sian university to international educa-
tion and science. The university now of-

logo on printed and visual products cel-
ebrating its 100th anniversary.

An exhibition of treasures from 

Belarus and Latvia — The Pro-

totype of the European Constitu-

tion — has opened in the Book 

Museum of the National Library

The exhibition is dedicated to Consti-
tution Day. Belarusians were one of the 

-
islation. The Statute of the Grand Duchy 
of Lithuania, compiled in the Belarusian 
language and approved in 1588, actually 
became the prototype for the Constitution 
in Europe, built on the principles of democ-
racy, equality, justice and the rule of law.

the 1588 Statute of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania translated into German, as well 
as printed copies of the 17th-19th century 
Statute in other European languages, testi-

legal culture on the formation of interna-
tional constitutional legislation. 

Joint training of Belarusian peace-

keepers with the British Royal 

Marines unit took place in Belarus

The event was part of the preparation 
of the peacekeeping 103rd Vitebsk sepa-
rate airborne brigade for participation in 
the UN peacekeeping exercise.

military shows that such events are really 
valuable, especially when they are held on 
a bilateral basis,” said Jacqueline Perkins, 
the Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland to Belarus, 

The diplomat noted that the ancestors 
of Belarusians fought against fascism in 
the ranks of the Red Army, in the forests, 
as well as next to the ancestors of the Brit-
ish in Africa, Italy and Normandy.

N E W S  I N  B R I E F

What areas of Belarusian-Japa-
nese co-operation are at the forefront 
at present?

These are politics, economy and hu-
manitarian liaisons: Belarus and Japan 
have achieved good results in these areas 
in recent years. 

In 2019, our exports of goods to Ja-
pan reached $28.6m and mutual trade 
turnover stood at $160.2m. So far, our 
negative trade balance with Japan re-
mains significant but, last year, it de-
creased by more than 7 percent — owing 
largely to the expansion of the export 
range. In 2019, more than thirty new 
Belarusian products were sold to Ja-
pan — in particular, cheeses and cottage 
cheese, malt, machines and equipment 
for production of semiconductors and 
electronic integrated circuits, chocolate 
and sweets. 

Another positive point is that, by late 
2019, Belarus exported $6.2m of services 
to Japan: 65.4 percent more than in the 
same period of 2018.

Do we have any high-tech con-
tacts? 

The Japanese are increasingly learn-
ing about Belarus as one of the leaders in 
the IT sphere. They are very interested in 
the activities of the High-Tech Park and 
the possibility of attracting Belarusian IT 
engineers to work on Japanese projects. 
However, we are interested in learning 
from Japan as a state with a highly de-
veloped digital trading system.

In general, we have witnessed an in-
crease in mutual business interest. New 

ambitious projects are emerging in the 
trade, investment, educational, sports 
and cultural spheres. For example, the 
Mogilev Regional Executive Committee, 
the Bellesbumprom Concern and one of 
its subordinate enterprises — the Do-
mostroenie branch of Shklov’s Newspa-
per Mill Republican Unitary Enterprise 
(which delivered prefabricated wooden 
houses to the Japanese market for the 

In Okinawa, there are plans to create a 
small Belarusian corner based on one of 
these buildings; this will become a kind 
of a ‘Belarusian house’ in the south of 
Japan.

Many interesting results are expect-
ed owing to the operation of the Bela-
rusian-Japanese Business Club. Estab-
lished in February 2020, it is actually 
an informal community of business rep-
resentatives from Belarus and Japan. In 
the near future, the club will focus on the 
presentation of Belarusian products as 
part of the 2020 Olympic and Paralym-

pic Games in Tokyo, as well as on hold-
ing the Belarus — Hokkaido Forum.

Have plans to open four Belarusian 
fan zones been changed?

the Olympic and Paralympic Games in a 
timely and safe manner and the topic of 
opening Belarusian fan zones in Tokyo, 
Tachikawa, Shiroishi and Noboribetsu is 
still relevant.

The Belarusian fan zone in Tokyo 
is already launched and a fan zone in 
Tachikawa is next in line; here, Belaru-
sian linen products and food — includ-
ing cheeses, chocolates and honey — 
are expected to be demonstrated. The 
fan zone in Siroisi will start functioning 
on the eve of the performance of the 
national rhythmic gymnastics team. In 
turn, in Noboribetsu, the fan zone will 
be open during the walking race and 
marathon events.

Mr. Ambassador, you have the 
opportunity to observe the process of 
preparation for the Olympics... Can 

you slightly open the veil of secrecy: 
what is Japan going to surprise the 
world with during the 2020 Games?

I believe that this country of the ris-
ing sun will be able to pleasantly impress 
sports fans! The organisers of the Olym-
pics traditionally keep the secret and do 
not disclose what they are preparing for 
sophisticated viewers but, no doubt, we 
will see all the best and most advanced 
of what Japan is famous for.

All Japanese Olympic facilities are in 
a high state of readiness. The National 
Olympic Stadium has already been put 
into operation and can accommodate 
over 60,000 spectators. Its distinctive 
feature is the system for protecting view-
ers from the heat which can reach 40 de-
grees in summer in Japan. 

Several competitions, such as the 
walking race and marathon, have been 
moved to the northernmost island of 
Japan: Hokkaido. If everything goes 
according to plan, the Olympians and 
their spectators will have an opportuni-
ty — apart from the sports festival — to 
visit the city of Hakodate where a fami-
ly of outstanding Belarusians lived and 
worked over two centuries ago: Iosif 
and Yelizaveta Goshkevich.

Thanks to you, more humanitarian 
bridges between Belarusians and Jap-
anese have emerged in recent years…

I faced the ‘unrecognisability’ of 
Belarus in the initial stage of my work 
in Japan. However, time shows that 
everything is surmountable!

In 2019, more publications about 
Belarus in the Japanese media — in-
cluding regional — were published. The 
Japanese are actively interested in youth 
exchanges, cultural events and the sports 
achievements of our athletes.

Interviewed by Marta Astreiko 

New niches for Belarusian exports
A significant event has taken place in Tokyo: on the initiative of business 
and public circles, the Belarusian-Japanese Business Club was established. 
Symbolically, its first meeting was held in the well-known Minsk restaurant of 
Belarusian cuisine in Japan. Ruslan Yesin, the Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Belarus to Japan, shared the upcoming plans 
of the Business Club and of the development of bilateral co-operation in an 
interview to the Belarus Segodnya reporter.
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The National Olympic Stadium has already been commissioned


