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By Valentina Kozlovich

It’s now the only such complete 
edition of the Brest Bible in Belarus. It 
was purchased from a collector by Brest 
businessmen. Last September, Aleksandr 
Lukashenko presented the original of the 

City History Museum has welcomed 
-

gional and city authorities, diplomatic 
-

gentsia and the wider public. All came 
to see the beautifully decorated folio 
with subject index, illustrations and en-

The uniqueness of the Brest copy 

New Testaments. The Brest Bible was 
published on September 4th, 1563 in 
the Brest printing house by order of the 

Berestie Head and the Chancellor of 
the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, Prince 
Mikolaj Radziwill the Black — who 

largest printed edition from the 16th-

about 1,000-1,200 copies. For four cen-
turies, the Radziwill Bible was read and 

20th century, not a single copy remained 
in the city. Belarus joined the study of 
this legacy in the 21st century. Brest 

worked on the return of the folio step 
by step and, in 2003, thanks to the ef-
forts of the Deputy Director of the Brest 
Regional Library — Alla Myasnyanki-
na, a facsimile copy restored in Poland 
joined the library’s collections. In 2014, 
the library purchased fragments of the 
folio for a budget price: more than 200 
authentic pages. In 2017, a monument 
to the Brest Bible was erected and, in 
2019, a 15kg facsimile edition, made by 
the National Library and Belneftestra-
kh, was presented.

Anticipating the display of the 

book of the 16th century and the print-
ed symbol of Brest, the Chairman  

Aleksandr Rogachuk — said, “The 
idea seemed almost fantastic but, about 
four years ago, we began working on it. 
Thanks to hardworking people, patriots 
of the city, I realised that there was a pos-
sibility of implementing the idea. The 
issue of the authenticity of the Bible was 

been presented the gift by the Head of 
State. This is a unique artefact which  
our city lacked.”

public. The folio was placed in a spe-
cial display case with climate control, 

There are no similar showcases in the 
country’s museums. The period of ex-
posure of the original is three months 
a year, since the rarity requires not 
only careful handling, but also special 
storage rules. Then the Bible will be 
placed in a special container and next 
displayed in 2021.

Returning the symbol
Brest’s City History Museum displays an original copy of 
the Brest (or Radziwill) Bible for the first time — a unique 
and priceless monument of the Renaissance, masterpiece  
of world printing art and one of the symbols of Brest

By Victoria Popova

is responsible for the artistic 
part of the project and he will 
soon present a sketch of the 
memorial plaque to his fellow 
artists at Minsk’s City Expert 
Council on Monumental Art, 
which they will then discuss.

“The facade of the build-
ing, as you know, is all glass 
and concrete: in recent years, 

the first floor. That’s why I 
proposed hanging a name-
plate in the courtyard. How-

that I look for an appropri-
ate place on the front of the 

house with a tape measure, 
measuring each millimetre of 
free space and correcting the 
sketches which will soon be 
presented to the panel of ex-

by the initiator of the project 
— the Charity Fund of Maria 
Magdalena Radziwill which 
is headed by Aleksandr Sa-
pega who says, “At a session 

Belarusians Abroad under 
the Foreign Ministry, we ex-
pressed this idea — to perpet-
uate the memory of the peo-
ple’s writer with a memorial 
plaque in Minsk: last year, 

was celebrated. The project 
was immediately supported 
by Minister Vladimir Makei, 
who instructed the Foreign 

all possible assistance.” 
According to  Anatoly 

Glaz, the Head of the Infor-
mation and Digital Diplomacy 
Department of the Belarusian 
Foreign Ministry, the idea was 
supported not only by the For-

eign Ministry but primarily by 

Culture, the Minsk City Exec-

Academy of Sciences, the Un-
ion of Writers of Belarus, the 
Museum of Belarusian Litera-
ture History and other organi-

“It’s logical that, within the 
framework of our competence, 
we helped implement the col-

we could. We think the idea is 
right,” Mr. Glaz adds.  

As a result, a memorial 

on the famous red house 

long time. Its address and the 
inscription on the sign remain 

in 10 Maksim Tank Street 
from 1978 to 2003’.

A memorial plaque to the 

playwright and publicist — 
 

Maksim Tank Street 
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The Chairman of the Brest City Executive Committee — Aleksandr Rogachuk: ‘This is a unique artefact’

Vasil Bykov


