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The Metropolitan Opera 
announced the new recruit in 
early July on its website. The 
tenor has been invited to de-
but in the 2020-2021 season.

“I am immensely happy 
at the opportunity to perform 
in the world’s largest opera 
house. It’s been my dream 
for years. I worked hard per-
fecting my skills to achieve 
success. With years of work 
at various venues, internships 
with the most famous teach-
ers in Europe and the world, 
I have accumulated suf cient 

experience. I’m happy my 
professionalism has been so 
highly recognised. In January, 
I will be performing in New 
York as Rodolfo in the amaz-
ing production by Franco Ze-
f relli. In the light of the pan-
demic, I’m staying in Minsk 
with my family at the mo-
ment. I enjoy spending time 
with my loved ones, soaking 
up emotions and impressions 
for my new achievements,” 
says the singer.

The Metropolitan Opera 
is New York’s landmark. 

Along with the Vienna Op-
era and La Scala in Milan, 
the theatre is one of the three 
most prestigious opera ven-
ues in the world. At various 
times, this stage has been vis-
ited by brilliant artistes who 
form the world’s cultural 
heritage. From 1903 until the 
end of his career, the legend-
ary Enrico Caruso performed 
here. In 1910, the admiring 
audience warmly welcomed 
the unique Fiodor Shalyap-
in. Sergei Dyagilev came 
here with the Russian Ballet 

troupe, while Anna Pavlova 
also danced on the famous 
stage. Maria Callas, Plac-
ido Domingo, Montserrat 
Caballe, Luciano Pavarotti 
and many other great per-
formers made an invaluable 
contribution to the theatre’s 
legacy. The American scale 
and classical opera traditions 
attract more than 800,000 
spectators to the Metropoli-
tan Opera every year.

Based on materials  

of belta.by

By Lyudmila Minkevich

Lida Castle was built for Prince Gediminas 
in 1323 and, since then, this stone giant has 
experienced a great deal: it suffered from wars 
and even from the local residents who used 
ancient bricks and boulders to build their own 
houses. The castle was destroyed until 1959 but 
it was then declared an architectural monument 
of national signi cance.

The monument only came back to life in 
2005 — thanks to the local authorities, cultural 
workers and ordinary people. A long recon-
struction process began and, initially, the Gedi-
minas Tower was restored. Three years ago, the 
Vytautas Tower opened 
for visitors, featuring 
an exhibition inside.

Recently, a new ex-
position was launched 
in the Gediminas Tow-
er: Pages of History 
Since the 14th Century 
introduces the life of 
the castle at the time 
of its foundation. The-
matic exhibitions are 
located on six oors of 
the tower. The first is 
devoted to the person-
ality of Prince Gedimi-
nas, the second — to 
the creation and sig-
ni cance of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania. 
The exhibition on the 
third oor is dedicated 
to castles in the west-
ern lands of the Grand 
Duchy of Lithuania, 
while the atmosphere 
of living rooms of the 
past is recreated on 
the fourth floor. Vis-
itors can even play 
old checkers or chess 

games here. The Planet 
Belarus — by famous 
publisher, blogger and 
photographer Sergey 
Plytkevich — occupies 
the upper oors. Guests 
have a unique opportu-
nity to compare what 
Lida looked like in the 
past and what the city 
has become now, es-
pecially with the mag-
ni cent views from the 
tower.

“The exposition is 
permanent but it will 
not be static. There are 
plans to replenish it 
with, for example, items 
that were found on the 
site and near the castle 
during archaeological 
research in different 
years. In this regard, we 
liaise with other muse-
ums, including foreign 
institutions,” said the 
Director of the Lida His-
torical and Art Museum, 
Olga Pilipchuk.

By Lyudmila Kovaleva

Over 4,000 magazines from the National 

Library’s collection now available online

The National Library continues to open its col-
lections online and, recently, the Belarusian Liter-
ary Heritage. Magazines of 1919-1939 e-collection 
has been augmented with new issues. According to 
nlb.by, the virtual resource contains 270 titles of Be-
larusian periodicals and publications published in 
the BSSR and Western Belarus from 1919 to 1939 
— uniting over 4,000 issues re ecting the socio-po-
litical, economic and cultural life of the country dur-
ing the interwar period.

The issues disclose such information as what 
did Government House and the Central Villagers’ 
House look like in Minsk?; where and when did the 

rst state sh hatchery of the BSSR open?; or what 
was the weather like in Belarusian cities? They 
show how Belarusians lived and what they were 
concerned about a hundred years ago.

For users’ convenience, documents are organ-
ised by subject categories: education and upbring-
ing, art, health and medical sciences, politics and 
society, religious studies, construction, transport, 
economy and others. A special place is occupied 
by magazines devoted to literary studies. It is im-
portant to note that the e-collection contains not 
only publications that were regularly published, 
but also one-offs or irregular editions. The authors 
of the project are sure that it will be of interest to 
researchers in the eld of history, pedagogy, eco-
nomics and medicine, as well as employees of li-
braries, archives, museums and anyone interested 
in the history and culture of Belarus.

Appreciation of professionalism

Belarusian tenor Pavel Valuzhin was 
born in the town of Radoshkovichi, in the 
Minsk Region. He graduated from the 
Oginski Music College in Molodechno, and 
Rimsky-Korsakov St. Petersburg State Con-
servatory. After graduating from the latter, 
Pavel joined the ‘Young Artists Programme’ 
of the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow. In the 
2016-2018 season, he was a soloist of the 
Bolshoi Opera company where he had out-
standing mentors and vocal teachers. At 
present, the operatic singer tours Europe 
and Russia, has performed in a concert in 
La Scala and has engagements with the 
world’s best opera houses.

Belarusian tenor Pavel Valuzhin  
to debut in Metropolitan Opera

Back to the 14th century
New museum exhibition 
opens in Lida Castle

Clicking  
on the library 
archives
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Lida Castle 

Permanent exhibition at Lida Castle 


