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National Library sums up book results of the 

year with large-scale exhibition

A new joint project of the Information Ministry, 
the National Book Chamber and the National Library 
of Belarus was inaugurated in the ‘diamond of 
knowledge’. The Books of Belarus. The Year of 2019 
campaign gathered book publishers, representatives 
of bookselling organisations, libraries and the media. 
The focus of attention was the exhibition, which — for 

production released during the year. The diversity was 
impressive since over 500 business entities are engaged 
in book publishing in Belarus, thanks to which about 
9,000 titles of books with a total circulation of more 
than 20m copies have been released.

At the exhibition, representatives of book publishing, 
as well as all those involved in book promotion, were 

given an opportunity to evaluate the books of 
2019 and get to know the Belarusian books which 
won national and international competitions, 
as well as to communicate with those who 
contribute to the preservation of traditions and 
development of modern national book publishing 
in an informal atmosphere. 

The main event — the most popular book of 
the year, as determined by the booksellers — was 
unveiled by Belarus’ Deputy Information Minister, 
Igor Buzovsky. The chosen book was Ears Under Your 
Sickle by Vladimir Korotkevich, released by the Popurri 
Publishing House. “It’s a very symbolic choice,” Mr. 
Buzovsky said, adding, “Next year, we are celebrating 

to the fact that the writer enjoys genuine interest from 
readers — from a wide-ranging audience.”

entire range of book 
produc ts  f rom 

the  year  and 
publishers and 
organisations 

promoting 
the development of publishing, popularisation 

and distribution of Belarusian books were rewarded. 
Pleasingly, the SB. Belarus Segodnya Publishing House 
was among the winners in the ‘For Active Promotion of 
Books and Reading in 2019’ category.

The Director of the National Library of Belarus, 
Roman Motulsky, believes the project is yet another 
excellent tradition of the book culture of Belarus. He 
invited all to visit the 2019 book fair which is running 
until February 2020.

Ears Under Your Sickle 
by Vladimir Korotkevich  

is acknowledged  

as the most popular  

book in 2019

Book results of the year 

By Olga Korneeva

The serial work — unique for 
Belarusian book publishing — has 
continued for 25 years and the Be-
larusian Book Collection project 

domestic literature and history. 
The first volume (Yan Chachot. 
Selected Works) was published 
in 1996 and the last — 100th — 
volume (Wincenty Dunin-Mar-
cinkiewicz. Selected Works) was 
released in October 2019.

The series was developed 
at the Yanka Kupala Institute 
of Literary Studies of Belarus’ 
National Academy of Sciences 

historical and literary and trans-
lations of foreign classics.

The most significant is the 
first series — fiction, compris-
ing 77 volumes. They include 
classical works by Yanka Kupa-
la, Yakub Kolas, Maksim Bog-
danovich, Kuzma Chorny, Vasil 
Bykov, Ivan Melezh, Vladimir 
Korotkevich. The creative her-
itage of Maksim and Gavrila 

Goretsky, Vatslav Lastovsky, 
Vladimir Zhilka, Yazep Lesik 
and other formerly suppressed 
writers have also been returned 
to the cultural sphere.

Frantsisk Skorina, Kirill 
Turovsky, Simeon Polotsky, 
Melety Smotritsky are also the 

time, the general public has ac-
cess to such fundamental pub-
lications as Belarusian Chron-
icles and Annals, Belarusian 
Old Literature and Belarusians 
by Yefim Karsky, as well as 
Chosen Works by Ursula Radzi-

will, Frantsisk Bogushevich, 
Vladislav Syrokomlya and 
Eliza Orzeskowa. Translations 
of works by Johann Wolfgang 
Goethe and Fedor Dostoevsky 
into Belarusian are an interest-
ing part of the project.

“We would like to continue 
the series. Today it’s hard to say 
what the next volume will be: it’s 
a collective decision. It would be 
great to release 200 volumes,” 
said Ivan Saverchenko, the Di-
rector of the Yanka Kupala Insti-
tute of Literary Studies, sharing 
the ambitious plans.

Pages of national literature
Unique 100-volume Belarusian Book Collection project 
presented at National Academy of Sciences

By Natalia Yemelyanova

“As for the New Year, the 
demand for rooms in sanato-
riums and health institutions 
has increased. These are tradi-
tionally booked several months 
ahead and will be completely 
occupied during the winter 
holidays,” says the Director of 
the Republican Centre for San-
atorium-and-Spa Treatment, 
Gennady Bolbatovsky, add-
ing, “According to predictions, 
over 6,000 foreigners will stay 

at our sanatoriums, 80 percent 
of these from Russia.”

A one-day stay in a standard 
two-bed room costs about Br64 
(approximately $30) at New 
Year, while a holiday banquet 
is Br135 (about $64). During 
this period, two-week visits are 
traditionally the most popular. 
“All of these are already sold 
out — mostly with medical 
programmes and health proce-
dures,” Mr. Bolbatovsky added.

Diagnostics, treatment and 
rehabilitation procedures — 

included in the price — are 
provided in full, in accordance 
with the standards of treatment. 
Moreover, the list of mandato-
ry medical and wellness pro-
cedures included has been ex-
panded: the relevant document 
was signed late in 2019.

In addition to medical 
procedures, which include in-
creasingly popular spa treat-
ments, Belarusian spas’ New 
Year programmes include 
concerts, national style master 

dance evenings, cultural and 
sports events in the open air, 
excursions, shop tours, circus 
performances and meetings 
with Santa Claus and the Snow 
Maiden.

On the New Year holiday, 
more than half of all holiday-
makers in Belarusian health 
resorts are foreigners, though 

sold throughout the year are 
among Belarusians. This year, 
about 1.4m people recuperated 
in Belarusian resorts, including 

almost 800,000 at the expense 
of the Republican budget and 
social insurance funds.

Mr. Bolbatovsky believes 
the number of places available 
is enough for everyone. “We 
were tasked to make holidays 
available for both the em-
ployed and unemployed. For 
these purposes, every year we 
reserve 25,000 for the unem-
ployed and similar for those 
who have jobs. I can say that 
we meet the needs of all the 
commissions for rehabilitation. 
Those who are in work — af-
ter being referred — receive a 
voucher to go to the sanatorium 
within a year, in line with their 
recuperation needs,” he said.

Disabled people of groups I 
and II receive vouchers for free, 
other categories of citizens — 
depending on their income. On 
average, pensioners pay 20-
30 percent of the ticket price, 
those who are employed — 30-
40 percent.

For 2020, the Republican 
Centre for Sanatorium-and-Spa 
Treatment has already com-
pleted the process of purchas-
ing health breaks. For these 
purposes, 225m Roubles has 
been allocated by the budget 

Roubles). In particular, the 
number of vouchers for unem-
ployed citizens will increase by 
1,500 next year.

Start the new year  
with some recuperation 

Ruzhansky (Brest Region), Ozerny, Radon and Alpha-Ra-
don (Grodno), Borovoye, Lesnoye (Vitebsk), Priozerny and 
Sputnik (on Lake Naroch), Yunost, Krinitsa (Minsk), Zarya 
(Mogilev), Pridneprovsky and Sosny (Gomel Region) san-
atoriums enjoy the greatest popularity among Russians 
and other foreign tourists. This year, 230,000 foreigners 
recuperated in Belarusian sanatoriums.
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Those wishing to celebrate the New Year in comfort and with 
good health are welcome at Belarusian health resorts! This choice 
has already been made by more than six thousand foreign tourists 
who will greet the New Year holidays in Belarusian sanatoriums.
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