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By Svetlana Savelieva

Every year, from 1960, the 
works of Belarusian publishers 
are traditionally summed up by 
the National Book Art Contest. 
Founded by the Ministry of In-
formation, the purpose of the 
competition is to develop the 
art of the Belarusian book, to 
enhance its competitiveness, as 
well as celebrate our artistic and 
printing culture. It is a sort of cre-
ative report by publishers, artists 
and typographers, who have cre-
ated the best examples of printed 
materials over the past year.

The contest featured 35 
publishers with 180 publica-
tions. Less than half reached 
the short list, from which the 
competent jury selected the 
winners across sixteen cate-
gories: main, thematic, spe-
cial and personal.

The highest 
award of the compe-
tition was presented 
in the ‘Triumph’ nomination to 
publisher Denis Romaniuk for 
his Belarus. Temple and Scape. 
This photo album includes 152 
photographs, which depict 
many temples and landscapes, 
both iconic — recognisable at 

Those who see the album for 
the first time are unlikely to 
hide their admiration; they 
would say: ‘How beautiful 
is Belarus!’ Denis Romani-
uk himself, the author of all 
the pictures, tells us about the 
idea of creating the album, “I 
discovered Belarus for my-
self a very long time ago: in 
the 1970s. My father, Mikhail 
Romaniuk, took me — then a 
pre-schooler — to ethnograph-
ic expeditions with him. After-

as an artist, with a sketchbook 
and paints, later, as a photogra-
pher, with a tripod and cam-

eras. My safari (as I call my 
travels) passed through an 
endless number of villages, 
cemeteries, the Chernobyl 

zone, but more and more 
through the hills, forests, riv-
erbanks, lakes and heavenly 
expanses... and over the time, 
the beauty of the Belarusian 
landscape captured me. ...I 
noticed that with the image of 
the shrine, the landscape be-
comes special, and the temple 
building never interferes with 
the environment — they are 
always harmoniously com-
bined and complement each 
other. Art photography helped 
me put, like notes, the duet on 
the pages of the album.”

The winner’s diploma in 
the ‘For Contribution to the 
Preservation of Spiritual Herit-
age’ nomination was bestowed 
upon the National Library of 
Belarus for the facsimile publi-
cation Brest Bible. 1563.

Vladimir Dovgyalo was 
recognised as the best illustra-
tor for illustrations to the book 
Miraculous Ring, the best de-
signer — Vladimir Lukashik 
for Vasily Gigevich’s Island, 
Ales Badak’s Farewell with 
Eternity and a series of books 
The Written Will Remain. The 
jury named Andrei Shchukin 
as the best photographer for 
the author’s photography of the 
book, entitled The Taste of  the 
Belarusian Cuisine.

The National Library in-
vites everyone to get to know 
Belarus’ 2019 best editions un-
til April 18th.

By Oleg Usachev

Svetlana Yatsevich, who leads the 
branch of the National Art Museum, ad-
mits that the exhibition is a revelation for 

but this is special. True architectural mas-
terpieces can be found in Belarus but sad-
ly few of them are well-known.”  

Vladimir Tsvirko has been working 
on his 150 Golden Routes of My Belarus 
project for eight years. There are now 
200 such routes and he is continuing 
his travels. “What I shoot and show is 
a mere drop in the ocean. I studied the 
issue and learnt that only 3 percent of 
the Belarusian architectural legacy has 
been preserved in Belarus,” he says.

The exhibition features 42 works, in-
cluding pictures of Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic churches, palaces, estates and 
chapels from all over the country which 
impress with their history, beauty and 
uniqueness. These architectural monu-

-

tion but all are real treasures of the Belaru-

of our land. There are also photos of 
16th-early 20th century monuments of 
palace-and-park architecture from the 
state list of historical and cultural values 
of Belarus. Each has its own history and 
legend. The main idea of the artist is to 
give the audience a sense of belonging to 
this rich history. Perhaps someone will 
not only want to visit these places but also 
learn more about them. After all, they are 
unique architectural objects that can only 
be found in our country.

Yelena Ryabykh, from Moscow, 
came to the exhibition by accident. “I 
was walking in the centre of Minsk, 
noticed a pretty courtyard, came in and 
discovered a photo exhibition. I could 
hardly believe my eyes: does Belarus re-
ally have all these? This is such a wealth 
of buildings! I will try to visit at least a 
few places,” she smiles.

Vladimir Tsvirko’s Heritage Silhou-
ettes show will run until March 12th.
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Best books of Belarus
An exhibition of publications awarded this year 
by the National Book Art Contest is held at the 
National Library of Belarus

Denis Romaniuk

Vladimir Tsvirko
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Gomel Region, village of Krasny Bereg, Gotovsky mansion,  
1896. Art Nouveau.

A
le

ks
an

d
r 

K
u

sh
n

e
r

Heritage silhouettes
At what point does photography become art? Is 
Goethe right when he says that ‘architecture is dumb 
music’? Answers to these questions can be found in the 
Vankovich House Museum which hosts an exhibition of 
photos by artist Vladimir Tsvirko: Heritage Silhouettes.
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