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By Irina Ovsepyan

The world is struggling to promote 
ecology and Belarus is at the forefront of 
the trend — promoting natural fabrics, 
eco-dyeing and a passion for well-made 
clothes that can be worn for years. Design-
er clothes are now acquiring new features, 
moving not so much to the latest trends 
but promoting adherence to good quality. 
In the fashion industry, a linear structure is 
dominant: ‘to buy, wear and throw away’. 
Since 2000, the global production of cloth-
ing has more than doubled. Every year, we 
consume about 62m tonnes of clothes, and 
only 20 percent of these are reused or recy-
cled. In contrast to this, the basic principle 
of responsible fashion proclaims it’s better 
to have less but of better quality.

“How do we see the strategic de-
velopment of Belarusian fashion? A 
buyer today wants to choose interesting 
clothes — affordable and technologi-
cal, with ideological overtones such as 
environmental protection, cultural as-

pects, the idea of responsible fashion,” 
believes the founder of Belarusian Fash-
ion Week, Yanina Goncharova.

As part of the Week, a winner of the 
young designers competition — New 
Names BFW, Ksenia Gest, and Anastasia 
Yaminskaya (whose ‘Jamido’ workshop 
uses only natural materials and every ar-
ticle, including dresses and table linen, is 
handmade) showed their new eco-collec-
tions during the Ethical Fashion Show. 
Anastasia, a graduate of the Academy of 
Arts, decorates each piece of linen with a 
unique author’s print of natural themes: 
nettle leaves, seed heads, garden or wild-
flowers. The designer draws inspiration 
from Belarusian nature.

The Belarus Fashion Forum was ded-
icated to the theme of ecology, responsi-
bility and recycling and was attended by 
experts from Russia, Ireland, Sweden and 
included a delegation of Swedish entre-
preneurs. The Ambassador of Sweden to 
Belarus, H.E. Ms. Christina Johannesson, 
highly praised the work of the Belarusian 

Chamber of Fashion relating 
to the organisation of the 
event. She emphasised the 
great honour of being able 
to co-operate with Bela-
rusian Fashion Week 
once again and said, 
“Fashion is now 
a broad concept. 
Fashion and the 
textile industry, 
in general, are 
an integral part 
of what we call 
‘sustainable development’. 
It is noticeable how quickly things are 
developing in this industry and how we, 

also very happy to participate in the educa-
tional part of the event and see collections 
by Belarusian designers. I personally can 
add that Belarus is an extremely inter-

-
opment here is progressing faster than 
in many other European countries.”

The Orsha Linen Mill 
was of particular interest 
to the Swedish specialists 

in terms of eco-friend-
ly fabrics and dyeing. 

“We are following 
what is discussed 

materials, for ex-
ample, and the 
more sustainable 
development of 
the textile indus-
try,” the Ambas-
sador added. “We 
will closely look 
for opportunities 
for further co-op-
eration between 
Sweden and Be-
larus, and I am 

Another  a t t rac-
tion for consumers was 

the opportunity to buy 
products by Belarusian de-

signers at reduced prices: 
a fully-fledged large-format 
‘pop-up shop’ opened as part of 
the Fashion Week. At the tem-
porary market, everyone could 

A further important fo-
cus of the BFW is education 
for young designers. The or-
ganisers devoted three days 

to training programmes, in 
addition to the special Fashion Tech 

Hub Forum dedicated to modern tech-
nology in fashion.

By Svetlana Yevgenieva

Belarus has taken part in the 71st 

Frankfurt International Book Fair: 

the world’s major book fair gath-

ered book lovers, writers and pub-

lishing professionals in October

A large team of Belarusians went to 
Frankfurt — including representatives of 
various publishing houses and booksell-
ing organisations — to represent over 500 
innovations in domestic book publishing, 

-
tion paid to the 75th anniversary of the 
liberation of Belarus from Nazi occupa-
tion and the Year of the Small Homeland. 
In addition, the stand featured books by 
German authors in Belarusian — pub-
lished by Zmitser Kolas.

“A facsimile reproduction of the 
1563 Brest Bible published in Belarus to 
commemorate the 1,000th anniversary 
of Brest was a very unusual and, there-

fore, extremely attractive exhibit at the 
71st Frankfurt International Book Fair,” 
said the Deputy Director of the Nation-
al Library, Ales Susha. The initiator and 
co-ordinator of the facsimile edition of the 
Brest Bible continued, “The publication 

immediately attracted the attention of not 
only thousands of visitors but also famous 
experts from around the world who study 
the most unusual, rare and valuable books 
and negotiate the possibility of buying or 
obtaining rights to use them.”

“In order to demonstrate the rich 
traditions of the book culture of Belarus 
and the modern possibilities of domestic 
book publishing, two copies of the fac-
simile edition were delivered to Frank-

Mr. Susha added. “One of them is pre-
sented by Belkniga at the national stand 

domestic book publishing. Another is 
demonstrated in the pavilion of rare and 
artistic books at the stand of the Segment 
Publishing House. The latter realised the 
National Library’s order to produce bind-
ing for the facsimile edition.”

The Frankfurt forum is viewed as 
the most prestigious and large-scale in-
ternational event not only in the literary 
and publishing sphere but also in the 

welcomes around 300,000 guests and 
presents about 400,000 books.

Rich traditions of national book 
culture presented in Frankfurt

Fashion Week in Belarus: 
educational and eco-friendly 
‘Ecology, Responsibility, Conscious Consumption, 
Recycling’ became the motto of the 19th Belarus 
Fashion Week which united current world trends, 
including, as is traditional, those outside the catwalk 


